
WELCOME ABOARD
Welcome to the second newsletter of 2020 which, hopefully, sees us emerging from 

the current health crisis as we certainly have been living in strange times since 
our last newsletter was published in February.

In this edition we have 
a number of articles to 
peak your interest. Dave 
Hocquard’s brief history 
of the Huelin Renouf 
company highlights a 
number of vessels which 
were frequent visitors 
to our shores and for 
so long were a feature 
of St Helier Harbour. 
Terry Brown has provided 
a short history of 
the Roman Catholic 
seafarers’ charity the 
Apostleship of the Sea 
which for my generation 
was simply referred 
to as Stella Maris. 
Jon Carter of Jersey 
Heritage highlighlights a 
fascinating new project 
being undertaken by La 
Société Jersiaise - the 
Jersey Rock and Coastal 
Names Project and in 
Counting Jersey’s Ships 
Mike Dunn has gathered 
together the numbers 
of vessels registered in 

the Island between 1768 
and the 1820s - the years 
before Jersey’s merchant 
fleet really exploded. I 
have written a couple 
of articles associated 
with the Jersey fleet 
- the first concerns a 
couple of shadow box 
dioramas featuring what 
may be Jersey ships 
and the second is an 
appeal for an image of 
a Jersey ship that was 
wrecked in Australia in 
1863. This edition’s Dog 
Watch item is written 
by Environmental 
Consultant Sheena 
Brockie of The Good 
Jersey Life. All in all, 
I believe this edition 
of the Newsletter has 
something of interest for 
all our members.

Finally, if anyone has 
an article of maritime 
interest or if you feel 
that you would like 

to contribute to Dog 
Watch then please get 
in touch with me via 
e-mail at FoMM.Jersey@
gmail.com or drop me 
a line - my address is on 
the back page of this 
newsletter. Remember 
Dog Watch can simply 
be an expression of 
concern relating to the 

maritime environment/
world, posing questions 
not necessarily giving 
answers, the idea is to 
spark debate. As a guide 
I reckon a comment 
should be about 300 
words.      

Doug Ford
Editor 
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Bob Asplet, Dave Hocqueard and Chris O’Conner on 
board FIONA taking part in the St Helier Yacht Club’s 
Parade of Sail to mark the club’s involvement in the 
Evacuation of St Malo. Certainly the conditions were 
better this year than they had been 80 years earlier.
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I hope all of you have kept well during 
these difficult times and that you are 

now adapting to the “new normal”. At the 
time our last newsletter little did we know 
what lay ahead and it has indeed been an 
extraordinary time for us all.

I think this pandemic has shown us just 
how reliant we are as an island on our sea 
links being maintained. In addition to the 
front line workers who we rightly applauded 
over the weeks we should not forget the 
thanks we owe to the crews of the ships 
which kept us supplied throughout with 
food and other essential items, and also the 
many people involved shore side who too 
make this possible. 

During normal times it is noticeable how 
just one missed sailing leaves some of 
the supermarket shelves bare so without 
their dedication during the height of the 
pandemic we would undoubtedly have gone 
without some of the things we take for 
granted.

Congratulations to the crew of FIONA for 
taking part in the parade of boats organised 
by St Helier Yacht Club to celebrate the 
80th Anniversary of the evacuation of 
St Malo in 1940. From my vantage point 
at Mount Bingham the boats dressed 
overall made an impressive sight as they 
snaked their way across St Aubins Bay, 
before entering the harbour to pass before 

St Helier Yacht Club prior to dispersal. 
Although it was not the way the Club 
had originally planned to celebrate this 
anniversary it probably made the public 
more aware of the history behind their 
special Battle Honour.

As we are unsure of what the next few 
months will bring and bearing in mind that 
some members may still be cautious about 
venturing out, the committee have decided 
to cancel the talks we had planned for 
October and November of this year. We will 
review the situation at the end of the year to 
decide whether or not to go ahead with the 
talks planned for early next year.

We are fortunate to have technology to 
keep us well connected and informed and 
perhaps during lockdown you have listened 
or watched talks and films on websites such 
as that of Jersey Heritage. One film clip I 
came across recently of particular interest 
was the inauguration of the HOWARD D. 
This can be found on YouTube by entering 
your search as “Inauguration of the 
“HOWARD D.” RNLI lifeboat Jersey 1937”. 
It was filmed by Arthur Guiton Harrison, 
CBE and this along with other cine film 
taken by him was digitised in 2019.

Until we have the opportunity to meet 
again keep well and stay safe.  

Robert Le Maistre
Chairman  

  NEWS FROM THE BRIDGE 

One of my morning rituals is a walk from 
home with my dog, through the streets 
of Georgetown to the Dicq, along the 
beach to Greve d’Azette and through 
the roads to home again. The whole 
process normally takes just 30 minutes 
but earlier this month, frustrated by the 
amount of rubbish that had been building 
up, I decided to carry out a litter survey.  

It took me 4 hours. 

Traditional litter wasn’t really the 
problem; yes, there were plastic bottles, 
straws and wrappers but what actually 
took the time was picking up 2,385 
individual cigarette butts from the road.  
The lack of rain means that for now these 
are collecting on the surface of roads, 
rather than being washed down the 
nearest drain and straight to the ocean 
which conveniently hides the pollution 
from view.  No screening; no filter to 
capture the waste; just straight to the 
ocean where their toxins and carcinogens 

are released into the maritime habitat, 
polluting the entire ecosystem. It’s only 
when there is very little rain that we see 
the real extent of the issue. The question 
I ask is how do we stop it from happening 
in the first place? I know many 
responsible smokers, so we can’t tar 
them all with the same brush. It’s illegal 
to litter in Jersey but has there ever been 
a prosecution? Do we fight to have the 
filters removed from cigarettes at source? 
This would make for a less pleasant 
experience to the smoker, but a safer 
outcome for our living planet. Do we add 
a clean-up tax to the cost of cigarettes, 
commensurate with the damage caused? 
I think we might struggle to put a price 
on that.  

I’m not sure what the solution is, I just 
know that something must be done. The 
time is now.
Sheena Brockie of The Good Jersey Life 

Environmental Consultant

DOG WATCH MODEL
In the Maritime 

Museum there are 
a couple of shadow 
box dioramas which 
are creating a bit of 
confusion.

In the first of the shadow 
box dioramas, sometimes 
also refered to as picture 
models or sailor’s pictures, 
an un-named barquentine 
flies the red ensign from 
the peak of the gaff on 
the mizzen mast and the 
Jersey flag from the mizzen 
mast head, a blue pennant 
from the main mast head 
and, intriguingly, the Le 
Boutillier house flag from 
the head of the foremast. 
The only other clue I can 
pick up is that the topsails 
are split into upper and 
lower sails which would 
date the model to after the 
1850s. As yet I can’t find 
any Le Boutillier vessel 
registered in Jersey that 
carried three masts. The 
blue pennant is interesting 
as if it was supposed to be 
a name pennant it might 
suggest that the model 
maker hadn’t quite finished 
the job.

The second of the dioramas 
shows two vessels off a rocky 
coast. The main vessel is a 
full rigged ship which, like 
the first shadow box model, 
flies the red ensign from 
the peak of the gaff on the 
mizzen mast and the Jersey 
flag from the mizzen mast 
head suggesting she is from 
Jersey. At her foremast she 
flies the pilot Jack and on 
the head of her main mast 
she flies a name pennant 
which quite clearly states 
that she is the FROWNING 
BEAUTY. The name is also 
quite clearly painted on the 
bows of the ship as well. 
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Then globalisation and the drive for 
greater profit margins, combined with 
technological advancements changed 
the face of international shipping 
forever. Ships became larger, ports 
moved down river away from port 
towns and turnaround times for ships 
in port were reduced dramatically. 
Crews also became smaller and were 
increasingly recruited from developing 
world countries where wages were 
lower. Ship owners registered 
their ships under so called flags 
of convenience  to avoid stringent 
regulatory controls.

Today’s seafarer is no longer in 
port for a few nights, but often only 
for a few hours. In these changed 
circumstances they no longer need 
the reactive welcome of a hostel, but 
the pro-active outreach of a ship visit 
to assess practical needs, backed up 
by a modern drop-in centre inside the 
docks.

These centres are equipped with 
e-mail terminals and telephones to 
facilitate contact with loved ones  
back home whom they may not have 
seen for nine or even twelve months. 
During this Covid 19 pandemic they 

are now confined to their ships even 
longer, unable to travel home due 
to restrictions on travel by various 
countries and replacement crews 
cannot replace them for the same 
resaons. This has led in some cases 
to a seafarer commiting suicide, 
a very sad  state of affairs which 
governments need to resolve urgently. 
These centres are a place to relax for 
an hour or so, to have a drink and 
have a chat with other seafarers who 
may be using the centre. They provide 
a chance to stock up on essential 
needs for their next stretch at sea.

A presence of the organisation was 
established in Jersey in 2008 with 
Volunteer Ship Welfare Visitors making 
contact with the crews of ships that 
visit the island, offering our founding 
belief that every seafarer deserves fair 
working conditions, respect for their 
human rights and the very best we 
can offer remains at the heart of what 
Stella Maris can do. At Christmas and 
Easter time  we combine our crew 
visits with our sister organisation the 
Mission to Seafarers.

Terry Brown

MYSTERY

Unfortunately,  there was only one 
vessel of that name registered in 
the entire British Empire, and she 
was (ON 24397), built in North 
Hylton on the River Weir in 1846 
and registered in London the 
following year in 1847. In 1860 
she was bought and transferred 
to Sydney, Australia in 1860 and 
then sold to Newcastle, New South 
Wales in 1870. She was wrecked 
about 1878 - perhaps the diorama 
is a case of wishful thinking on 
behalf of its maker.  

The second vessel, a barque, in 
the background also flies the red 
ensign from the peak of the gaff 
on the mizzen mast and the Jersey 
flag from the mizzen mast. At her 
foremast she flies the pilot Jack 
and she is flying a name pennant 
on the mainmast with the letters 
FOR visible. The only vessels on 
the Jersey Shipping Register that 
begin with the letters FOR are 
FORTITUDE, FOREMAN, FOREST 
GIRL, FOREST LAD, FORT 
REGENT and FORTUNE; of these 
only the FORT REGENT had three 
masts, she was a 655-ton ship built 
by the Le Vesconte yard for Peter 
Briard & Co in 1863.                         

Doug Ford

Frowning Beauty

Unknown model

The Apostleship of the Sea, STELLA MARIS as it is now 
known world wide, was founded in Glasgow in 1920. At 

this time Britain had one of the largest merchant fleets in 
the world, employing many thousands of British seafarers. 
The Apostleship of the Sea ran large seafarers hostels in 
all the major port towns where seafarers could stay while 
their ships were in port, often weeks at a time. Hundreds 
of volunteers from local Catholic parishes were involved 
in providing hospitality and entertainment for seafarers in 
these hostels, which were always full.
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In the early 1930s the company looked towards chartering or 
shipowning to bring their goods into both Jersey and Guernsey 
from UK ports and in 1935 set up Channel Island Services 
Ltd. as their own stevedoring company. In a series of articles 
in the Guernsey Evening Press in the 1950s on local shipping 
the Rev. H.J. Le Page mentions that Huelin had bought two 
small steam coasters the TEIGN and the TOWY from Spillers 
SS Co Ltd of Cardiff each 204 gross tons built in Southampton 
in 1914 but resold them almost immediately. However 
the shipping records suggest a different story - the 1935 
Mercantile Navy List shows the TEIGN (ON 135680) to be 
newly registered in Jersey in 1933 and owned by J.W. Huelin, 
44 Esplanade, St Helier. She was then sold by Llewellyn & Co, 
Jersey in March 1935 to John Taylor & Sons of Sunderland 
for £975 and re-registered in Sunderland and her name was 
changed to TAYLOR. The TOWY (ON 135675), on the other 
hand, is shown in the 1929 Mercantile Navy List , as owned 
by Spillers but sold to the Whiteabbey Shipping Co Ltd of 
Whiteabbey in Co. Antrim on 19 March 1929 and sank outside 
Portrush, Co. Antrim, on 30 June the following year.

During this period Huelin’s had a number of steamers on fairly 
long-term charter, one that comes to mind is the Norwegian 
TOMMELITEN 434-gross tons built in Holland in 1916 and 
owned in Bergen by A/S D/S Tommeliten (Tomas Maaren, 
manager) she mainly carried anthracite and house coal to the 
islands.

 HUELIN-RENOUF 
The history of ship operation and owning

Between the two World Wars J.W.Huelin Ltd were one of the largest companies in the 
Channel Islands and operated as timber, and builders’ merchants also glass house owners 

and manufacturers, travel agents, coal merchants, etc., with head offices at 44, The Esplanade, 
St Helier and were also Consuls or Vice Consuls for a number of European countries and always 
flew their national flags from the office flagpoles. They also had extensive businesses in Guernsey, 
mainly as timber and builders' merchants.

HUELIN DISPATCH (2)

HUELIN DISPATCH (4)

The HERMY off Noirmont
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Soon after the start of World War II with the possibility 
of difficulties in getting supplies J.W. Huelin purchased 
two steam coasters the largest of which was the Dutch–
built CREEK FISHER of 734 gross-tons built in 1918 from 
James Fisher & Sons Ltd of Barrow in Furness she was 
renamed ROSEHILL. The second vessel was DIAMOND 
of 626 gross tons from Wm Robinson (Shipowners) Ltd 
of Glasgow. A rather newer steamer built at Burntisland 
(Scotland) in 1927 in late 1939 she was renamed 
THORNHILL sadly she only lasted about 6 months with the 
company as on 27 April 1940 while bound from Barry with 
a  full cargo of anthracite for Caen collided with another 
larger ship off the Casquets, west of Alderney, and sank 
although all her crew were saved.   
       
ROSEHILL survived the war being managed by an English 
company during the Occupation and after the Liberation 
she became a familiar sight in both St Helier and St 
Sampson Harbours bringing in mainly anthracite from 
South Wales, house coal from Blyth, Northumberland, 
cement from London but also other building materials and 
fertilisers. She also brought other cargoes like glass house 
framing, which had been manufactured in the company 
workshops in Jersey for Guernsey growers.

For many years Huelin’s had their own company of 
stevedores known as Channel Island Services Ltd and 
occupied E Store on the New North Quay where the 
Occupation Tapestry is now housed as part of the Maritime 
Museum until disbanded sometime in the 1980s. A new 
venture started at the end of May 1953 with a regular 
daily service from Jersey to Portsmouth during the Jersey 
Royal potato season with two Dutch owned coasters BILL S 
499/47 and the Honduran flagged MAYMERE 499/46 each 
ship ran on alternative days for a month from 25 May but 
with small cargoes. The 1954 season was more successful 
and needed three ships for the service, all British, MAGRIX 
454/38, SAINT BEDAN 452/37 and STEVONIA 384/48. 
J. Wharton of Goole, South Yorkshire owned the last 
named vessel and so started a long association between 
the two companies which lasted until 1972. 1954 also 
saw Huelin charter STEVONIA and GLADONIA 368/39 

HUELIN ENDEAVOUR off Corbière

HUELIN DISPATCH (5) leaves St Helier 
Harbour for the last time in August 2013

The GERTJE under charter to Huelin Renouf 
enters St Helier Harbour in August 1990

The KINGSGATE
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from 4 September until 9 October to carry tomatoes to 
Portsmouth.

From November 1957 the STEVONIA was also chartered 
for the cauliflower export season from 25 November until 
12 March 1958 a trade which lasted many years. The 
1958 potato season also saw a service start to Shoreham 
with the chartered MYTONGATE 410/38 and LADY 
SYLVIA 370/52 which was never really successful and was 
discontinued after the 1961 season. But the Portsmouth 
service expanded to two sailings each evening with much 
larger ships plus some return cargoes of hay and straw 
also building materials were being carried on the return 
sailings to Jersey. Ships now being employed were modern 
single deck coasters TRENTONIA II 604/64, BRENDONIA 
604/66, ECCTONIA 658/63 and GLADONIA 658/63 and 
potatoes were being exported on pallets for a quicker turn 
around and less damage.

January 1970 saw the introduction of the German-owned 
shelter decked M.V. BIANCA owned by Dietrich Sander of 
Bremen, a vessel better suited for the carriage of palleted 
cargoes and also containers now being increasingly used on 
the route. She was joined by her near sister ship HERMY 
for the tomato season. Wharton’s single  deck coasters as 
their charter finished were not renewed. By 1972 Sander’s 
BIANCA, EVI, GITTA, HERMY, ILKA and THERESA 
shared the service with TRENTONIA only helping out with 
a couple of round trips in November in the cauliflower 
season. It was also in 1972 that Huelin’s amalgamated with 
J.G. Renouf, the Jersey shipping agents, brokers and road 
hauliers to operate as Huelin-Renouf.

The mid-1970s saw a dramatic downturn in produce exports 
from Jersey in particular outdoor tomatoes and cauliflower. 
The company chartered the container vessel SALRIX 598/65 
and then increased the size of their fleet in the potato 
season by chartering extra container type coasters such 
as the KORA 499/67, DONUA, etc. The SALRIX remained 
on service until mid January 1983 when she was replaced 
by the larger German-owned and flagged CORINNA. Sadly 
CORINNA was not to last long on the route for on Monday 
11 January she ran onto rocks on the eastern side of 
Alderney while bound from Portsmouth to St Peter Port 
with containers. She was later refloated but was  declared a 
constructive total loss and sold to be broken up.

CORINNA’s place was taken by the similar sized HEINRICH 
KNUPPEL which was later renamed LAUTONIA and she 
remained on charter until August 1989. She was joined on 
5 July by the Irish-owned Panamanian flagged OWENGLAS 
763/70 which had previously been on charter with their 
Channel Island rivals Commodore Shipping. LAUTONIA 
then had a short spell with Commodore. The next big 
step for Huelin Renouf came in October 1990 when they 
purchased ISLAND COMMODORE from Commodore and 
renamed her HUELIN DISPATCH(1): she arrived in St Helier 
Harbour for the first time under her new name on 2 October 
1990. In April 1996 the name Huelin was dropped from her 
name to make way for her replacement a larger container 
vessel built in the J.J. Seitas yard in Hamburg which 
became the second HUELIN DISPATCH and remained  in 
service until just before Christmas 2008. Meanwhile it was 

found that there was enough trade for two vessels so an 
order was placed with a German shipyard for a new vessel 
of 2778 gross tons but this vessel, launched as the third 
HUELIN DISPATCH, was never delivered. 

In September 2009 the company  bought another 
German-built second-hand vessel and renamed her 
HUELIN ENDEAVOUR. Meanwhile trade was building up 
so a second vessel was needed and the 2528 gross ton 
PAAPSAND built in 1990 was purchased and became the 
HUELIN DISPATCH (4). The two large deck cranes were 
found to be of little use on the Channel Islands route so 
she moved on to make way for HUELIN DISPATCH (5) in 
2012. Sadly, on her maiden voyage, the £8.8m vessel ran 
aground and holed herself on rocks one and a half miles 
south-west of Alderney and was taken into dry dock in 
Falmouth to be repaired.
 
Back in service she remained on the Channel Islands 
route calling into Alderney and Cherbourg operating 
from Huelin Renouf’s new UK terminal in Southampton 
but neither move was a success and so, after 80 years of 
trading, Huelin Renouf ceased trading in August 2013.

David Hocquard

The CORINNA aground in Alderney, 
January 1985

The TRENTONIA II

The GITTA entering St Helier Harbour
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So an important part of our challenge during that time 
will be to present aspects of heritage, including maritime 
heritage, that can be experienced beyond the walls of the 
museum. Even in a normal year more people visit the free-
to-access heritage sites, the dolmens, bunkers, forts and 
towers and heritage harbours around the Island than the 
indoor attractions and in the immediate future that will 
probably be even more the case.  

More and more Islanders and tourists over recent years 
have been introduced to our amazing coastal scenery 
through the growth in RIB trips, kayaking and coasteering. 
The importance of preserving seascape as well as landscape 
character is being recognised in the current revision of 
the Island Plan. The significance of intertidal areas as a 
drowned prehistoric landscape rich in archaeological stories 
is being explored by a new generation of archaeologists 
interested in these important records of past climate 
change. The value of the biodiversity in the shallow seas 
around us may soon be recognised in plans for a substantial 
marine park and possible extensions to the Jersey National 
Park. These are all important developments for the future 
direction of the Maritime Museum as ideas of heritage 
increasingly merge landscape, wildlife and cultural aspects.

Those complex layers of landscape, wildlife and human 
heritage are captured in the place names around our 
coast, part of the intangible maritime heritage of our 
Island.  Many of these ancient rock and coastal names have 
never been formally recorded and new ones are appearing - 
I live at La Crabière for example but if I get a taxi home it’s 
mostly easier to say drop me off at Secrets. Paul Chambers 
is leading the Jersey Rock and Coastal Names Project which 
aims to capture the names of rocks, sandbanks, gutters, 
caves, bays headlands and other coastal features essential 
in the past to sailors and fishers for safe navigation and 

finding fishing spots. In many cases these names survived 
only in oral tradition and were never recorded. It is hoped 
that the project can capture the transition that is occurring 
from traditional French/Jèrriais names to names (usually 
English) that are now more commonly used. Drawing 
on sources ranging from medieval documentation to 
contemporary interviews this excellent project has already 
captured around 8,000 names of about 1,900 features. 
The surfing and shore angling communities have been 
particularly interesting in this respect as they have around 
50 or 60 names for coastal areas/rocks the derivation 
of which may shed light on the naming process as it has 
occurred in the past. One of the more unusual names 
recorded so far is a gully at La Pulente known to fishermen 
as Tesco because for many years there was supermarket 
trolley dumped in it. A draft atlas has been issued in an 
effort to seek feedback and additional information. When 
the research is complete it is hoped that a complete atlas 
and list of Jersey’s rock and coastal names will be published 
along with a study of their origin, history and evolution.

The project website is http://www.jerseycoast.co.uk/
Rock_Name_Atlas_Web.pdf 

I wish this project every success and if you can help please 
do contact Paul via the project e-mail rock.name.project@
gmail.com. These layers of information about our maritime 
heritage, both traditional and evolving, are crucial as 
we look to every opportunity to connect the work of the 
museum with the interpretation of the Island at a more 
holistic level in support of the growing number of ways in 
which heritage can be experienced and enjoyed around the 
Island.

Jon Carter
Chief Executive, Jersey Heritage

 NEWS FROM THE MUSEUM 
With many UK museums reopening only now, Jersey Heritage can count itself fortunate to have 

been able to open sites over the best part of the summer. Local support has been very strong 
with resident footfall around a third higher than normal while we have been open. But it is the 
outdoor sites, the Castles and Hamptonne, rather than the museums that have been most popular and 
it is likely that indoor attractions everywhere, including the Maritime Museum, will continue to face 
difficulties well into next year and perhaps beyond.  

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, work to the boats in the first 
six/seven months of this year has been very limited with 
both the Maritime Museum and workshop being closed.

That said, in June we were invited by St Helier Yacht Club 
to take part with Fiona in the 80th Anniversary of the 
Evacuation of St Malo which, again due to the Global 
Pandemic, was scheduled to take place in St Aubins Bay. It 
was only fitting that the now ‘retired’ Captain Bob Asplet 
was at the helm for the event with both myself and Dave 
Hocquard ably manning the decks. This was to be Dave’s 
swansong and we thank him for so many years voluntary 
service and wish him well in his second retirement.

We have for some time now been searching for a 
replacement for Bob Asplet to the point where we have 
advertised not only locally but also nationally. The rather 
unique position also attracted much media attention and I 
am pleased to say that the results have been positive with 
a number of applications being received from as far as 
Scotland. We will be looking at all these applications with a 
view to appointing the right person by the end of September. 
This will come as good news to Bob who is adamant that he 
will not leave until such time as he knows the boats are in 
good hands.

Chris O’Connor

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * THE BOATS * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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By 3:00pm all the crew were 
safely ashore and the AMAZON lay 
abandoned on the shore about eight 
miles east of Cape Paterson. For the 
next 150 years or so she lay hidden 
beneath the sands, occasionally and 
tantalisingly poking a wooden rib or 
two through the sand. She even gave 
her name to the area of the beach 
- Wreck Creek; and then during the 
Autumn storms in March and April 
2015 more of the wreck surfaced 
including rare and delicate organic 
artefacts such as a deadeye with a 
knot still tied at one end. 

Since then the situation has worsened 
and the wreck site has been at risk 
of further degradation due to its 
location in the intertidal zone and 
this has been exacerbated by human 
interference - reports were received 
of people taking copper bolts from 
the wreck and jumping on the 
timbers. In July 2018 a team from 
the Maritime Archaeology Association 
of Victoria (MAAV) found evidence 
of both environmental and human 
degradation to the remaining timber 
structure.

Reburying the wreck would be too 
costly and, given its position, unlikely 
to be a long-term solution and so 
it became a priority, to record the 
current site before the archaeological 
record degrades further.

The maritime archaeology team at 
Heritage Victoria was called in and 
they identified the AMAZON as the 
most significant historic shipwreck 
in Victoria at risk. For the Australians 
AMAZON is historically significant 
because she is an example of a mid-
19th century wooden international 

In our last newsletter I mentioned the 363-ton Jersey-built barque AMAZON which ran 
aground on the coast of Victoria, Australia during a severe gale on the morning of Tuesday, 

15 December 1863. With no hope of being able to claw his way back to the open sea to save 
his vessel, Captain Ogier ran her straight onto the shore and then had his crew cut away the 
fore and mizzen masts to prevent her breaking up. 

SEARCHING FOR THE AMAZON

1 2

3 4 5
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trading vessel of the type that contributed so much to the 
country’s growing economy in the 1800s. But for Jersey 
she is important as she is a tangible link to our Island’s 
industrial heritage and the preservation and study of 
timbers and rigging material would reveal a significant 
amount of information about the Jersey shipbuilding 
industry. 

Lacking the resources, Heritage Victoria reached out to 
the Flinders University Maritime Archaeology Program to 
see if they would be interested in running a field school to 
properly locate, record and identify the remaining wreck 
site and, happily, Flinders accepted. 

Excavations took place in November/December 2018; 
AMAZON’s position made the excavation tricky, as at the 
end of each day, the trenches had to be covered and back 
filled to prevent further loss and, as the beach was open to 
the public, it was an essential safety measure. 

Since then a considerable amount of sand has been lost 
from the beach and the AMAZON can be seen lying on 
her starboard side with her port side having been lost 
completely and features such as the knight head, hawse 
pipe, handrail, deadeyes with ropes, hanging knees, 
chains, beams with trenails and bronze fastenings were all 
exposed. In January 2020 a section of the ornately carved 

trail board was uncovered and taken away to be conserved. 
Sadly, around the same time, a lead scupper pipe and 
a couple of copper bolts were removed using an angle 
grinder within hours of being uncovered. 

A group of local people passionate about preserving the 
wreck and finding out about the AMAZON have formed 
an organisation - The AMAZON 1863 Project - and are 
in the process of creating a dedicated website and have 
created a small display about the ship and their ambitions. 
As yet there have been no images of the AMAZON found.  
Neither Jersey Heritage nor the Sociétè have a painting 
or photograph in their collections. Hence the title of this 
piece “Searching for the AMAZON”, we would like your 
help to find a photograph or ship portrait of the AMAZON. 
It was common for the owners of a new ship to have a 
painting made of her, so our hope is that somewhere 
in the Island a portrait of the AMAZON is hanging on 
someone’s wall. She will be a three masted barque and 
will possibly have a name pennant on her main mast and 
Carrel’s blue and white house flag flying on the foremast. 
If you have seen anything that fits this description then 
please get in touch with me at either FoMM.Jersey@
gmail.com or maritimejersey@gmail.com

Doug Ford

1. Wreck of the AMAZON exposed on 5 July 2020 
 (image courtesy of V Maddock)

2. The handrail with dead-eyes (image courtesy of V Maddock)

3. The House flag of J Carrel

4. A dead-eye with the remains of rope still in the holes  
 (photo credit: Heritage Victoria)

5. The hawsepipe (image courtesy of Trilby Parise)

6. The cutwater (image courtesy of Trilby Parise)

7. The carved trail board (image courtesy of Amazon 1863   
 Project)
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With the foreshore and the legality/illegality of building 
on it in the news at the moment, I thought it might 

be interesting to show this image of St Aubin before the 
French Revolution.

With the foreshore and the legality/illegality of building 
on it in the news at the moment, I thought it might be 
interesting to show this image of St Aubin before the 
French Revolution.

This detail from George Heriot’s hand coloured print shows 
the village of St Aubin about 1788 before the Bulwarks 
was built. Although the first reference to a boat using St 
Aubin was in 1533 when a Spanish barque took on a cargo 
of wheat and there was mention of a ‘docque’ or wharf 
somewhere in the village as early as 1553, work on the 
short stone jetty built out from Le Rocher aux Ancres (in 
front of  what is now the Old Court House)  only began in 
1754 and was completed in 1765.  

Trade from St Aubin grew rapidly from the mid16th 
century and as St Helier Harbour did not exist and Gorey 
was mainly involved with the coastal and French trade, St 
Aubin could claim to be the Island's main port. In 1602 
the States even appointed Edouard Le Porq Superviseur 
pour les coustimes des Etats au Havre de St Aubin. One 
of his tasks was to prevent the illegal re-export to France 
of custom-free goods from England such as wool and 
leather to the detriment of ports such as Southampton. 
Despite having no real permanent structure in the village 
the States appointed Thomas Denton as the first Harbour 
master for St Aubin about 1720.

In the 1670s Henry and John Le Cras and Nicolas 
Bailhache were trading in the Gaspé at Bonaventure and 
by the end of the century they had been joined by fellow 
St Aubinais John Mahie & Francois Messervy, Jean Le Cras 
who worked for Edward Touzel and Philip & Jean Orange.  
By 1718 other Jersey firms operating in the Newfoundland 
area were Carteret Dean, De Carteret & Co, Thomas 
Denton, Marett and Thomas Seale and by the 1760s and 
1770s they were joined by what was to become most 
famous of these Jersey firms Charles Robin & Co. 

When St Aubin looked like this, it was the centre of the 
Island’s involvement with La Terre Neuve/Newfoundland 
- in Jersey this term covered what is now referred to as 
Newfoundland, Labrador, the Maritimes, Gaspé and the 
North Shore.  

Of course, ships from other parts of the world came into S 
Aubin to trade as well; in December 1788 St Aubin harbour 
was the destination 6 ships from Spain - the KINGFISHER 
and the MARIE from St Sebastian, the AIGLE from Bilbao,  
the BEAVER and the DAUPHIN from Santander, the 
BETSEY from Gijón, - and the MERCURE from the German 
port of Cologne.

In 1790 the merchants who owned property along the 
shoreline began work on a ‘30 feet wide’  public quay. They 
did this by stabilising the coastline by building a wall and 
then backfilling the reclaimed land to provide a decent 
harbour frontage with slips at each end. This landward 
faced bulwarks or boulevard was completed by 1795.

Prior to this there had been a number of small wharves 
or ‘quais” attached to individual buildings. These would 
possibly have been light wooden structures at which vessels 
could load and discharge at high tide. A Quai Aubert was 
mentioned in 1646 and Quai Bisson still exists as a road 
name. This meant that at high tide all horse traffic had to 
use the steep Rue du Moestre (Market Hill) to access the 
new pier.

The northern arm (now occupied by the Parish Hall) was 
built in 1810 and the final enclosing arm in 1819 but by 
then St Aubin was in decline as a port due to the growing 
importance and effectiveness of St Helier's harbours. In 
1840 the Constable of St Brelade complained that the 
improvements in St Helier harbour were having a drastic 
effect on trade in St Aubin; however, this was an over 
simplification of the case as St Helier at that time was 
handling 1,466 ships totalling 112,433 tons compared to 
St Aubin’s 56 vessels totalling 3,651 tons.

The headland in the foreground on the right of the image 
is Le Croquet which separated La Haule and St Aubin 
hence La Rue du Croquet, the old name for St Aubin High 
Street.  It was quarried away in the early 1840s to allow 
the new road to be built and more of the foreshore to be 
reclaimed...

Doug Ford

 ST AUBIN 1788 

The village of St Aubin about 1788 by George Heriot (1759-1839)

“St Aubin is a town of merchants and masters of ships, 
who first settled in the place  ... for the sake of the adjoining 
port, the best and the most frequented in the island.”

Philip Falle (1656-1742)
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During the years 1803 until 1820 about 265 vessels were 
registered in Jersey. These were;

44 brigantines, 38 brigs, 36 schooners, 31 cutters, 
29 sloops, 23 ships, 23 smacks, 13 luggers, 8 chasse 
marées, 7 snows, 4 schooner-brigs, 1 barque, 1 yawl, 
1 ketch, 1 dogger and others unidentified. 

Of these at least 56 were sunk or lost, 36 transferred out 
of the Island, 34 taken by the enemy, 22 broken up and 12 
seized for smuggling. The fate of some was uncertain.

During the period 1803 until 1815, out of 206 vessels 
registered, only 74 remained on the Register in 1815. There 
were 239 vessels registered in 1835.

Many vessels were armed but such details are not recorded 
in the register. Other sources such as the High Court of 
Admiralty records in the National Archives (at Kew), Lloyds 
Lists and Registers, Custom House Letter Books etc. 
indicate if vessels were privateers or licensed with “Letters 
of Marque”.

When the Jersey Chamber of Commerce was formed in 
1768, the subscribing members listed just 51 vessels ; 14 
brigs, 9 ships, 6 schooners, 6 sloops and 2 snows besides 
14 others which were not named or clearly identified. The 
largest vessel was the old CHARMING NANCY, a ship of 225 
tons. The smallest was the NEPTUNE, a schooner at 
17 tons.

William Plees in his “Island of Jersey” booklet (published 
1817) claimed that in 1812 about 440 vessels were entered 
out in ballast plus 373 laden and 734 were entered inwards 
(excluding packets, privateers and captured prizes which 
did not need to clear customs).

John Bechervaise, a Jersey mariner, wrote in his memoirs 
about shipping in Jersey around the year 1810 “The winter 
in Jersey was in those days invariably dull, nothing on the 
move, shipping topmasts struck, unemployed...only in spring 
could seamen look forward to employment”.  Although he 
served many years in the Royal Navy he also observed that 
“The dread of a ship of war was next to a French prison.”

His half-brother worked for Robin and Co at Gaspé in 
1808 when their father wrote advising him to stay there 
for the next ten years because there were no prospects in 
Jersey...“you would be twenty years in Jersey before you 
would make the money you do now in a year.” Sadly, he 
ignored the advice, was captured sailing back to Jersey 
and spent ten years in a dreaded French jail.  Their father, 
himself a seaman, died from plague in command of the 

Guernsey owned Newfoundland trader AMAZON at Messina 
in 1812.

During 1785, the Jersey Newfoundland fleet consisted of 58 
vessels.

According to the Magazin de Jersey there were 40 arrivals 
in Jersey during December 1784 of which at least 25 
were evidently Jersey vessels. Four of these seemed to be 
included in the Newfoundland fleet so at least twenty-one 
others were active during the early winter period and there 
was little overlap of declared masters. Several of the arrivals 
were packets and would not count in Plees’ 1812 figure of 
734 - about sixty arrivals per month or just two per day.

During January 1785 there were just twenty five arrivals - 
less than one per day.

After the American War (1775-1783), shipbuilding 
developed in the Channel Islands partly because access to 
“non-British” American built vessels was restricted. 

Thirty-one of the vessels registered in Jersey from 1803 
until 1820 were Jersey built. The ROWCLIFFE was the 
largest of this generation. Launched in 1798 at 344 tons 
and 100 feet long she was tough enough to survive striking 
the Stoney Banks reef off Hull in 1815 returning from 
Honduras dismasted, with no bowsprit, she was towed into 
port and repaired to sail again.

Although 38 brigs were registered, very few were built in 
Jersey. Locally constructed vessels were usually of less than 
100 tons burthen and those in the sloop/cutter /smack 
class below 50 tons most numerous being best suited to 
local tidal/harbour conditions.

The JANE, a rare Sark built cutter in 1816 of just 13 tons 
survived until 1864 being lost sailing from Swanage to 
Jersey “and not heard of since.” Was she used for small time 
smuggling?

Canadian built vessels were popular. John Bechervaise’s 
half-brother became a successful shipbuilder at Gaspé after 
he was released from the French prison. Other shipbuilding 
centres featured in the Jersey Register include Arichat, Bay 
Chaleurs, Prince Edward Island, Paspebiac, Cape Breton, 
Nova Scotia, Fortune Bay and Bonaventure. About thirty 
schooners, brigantines and ships from these places were 
registered, mostly after 1815.

Many Jersey owned vessels were not registered in Jersey at 
all but can be found, for example, in the surviving Register 
for Weymouth. These will be considered in a future article...

Mike Dunn 

 * * * *  COUNTING JERSEY SHIPPING * * * 

The Jersey Shipping Register, which started in 1796, survives only from 1803 (now in the 
Jersey Archives). No such early Registers exist for Guernsey because they were destroyed 

by German bombing at the start of the Occupation.



The Friends of the Jersey Maritime Museum is a voluntary society with charitable status set up in 1989 to help 
Jersey Heritage establish and maintain a Maritime Museum, to encourage its use by the public, and to provide 

a Learned Society role in maritime subjects  

Contact: FoMM.Jersey@gmail.com
Details of membership of the Friends can be obtained from Mrs Mary Mimmack, 

c/o The Maritime Museum, New North Quay, St Helier, Jersey
Newsletter Editor: Doug Ford, 14 Claremont Avenue, St Saviour, Jersey JE2 7SF

St Helier Yacht Club

The Maritime Museum will close for the season at 5pm on Sunday 1 November this year and then will be 
operating its winter schedule opening every Sunday from 10am to 4pm until the 2021 season begins in late 
March.  

TALKS
Due to the uncertainty surrounding the current COVID-19 pandemic the committee has decided to cancel 
the winter series of talks. Details of the 2021 programme will feature in the next newsletter.

EVENTS
SUNDAY 15 NOVEMBER 
Save our Seas’ Discovery Day at the 
Maritime Museum in partnership with 
Sheena Brockie from Plastic Free 
Jersey (www.plasticfreejersey.com). 
At present this is being planned as an 
event in the museum, however, if the 
situation hasn’t changed for the better, 
the activities will be available online at 
www.jerseyheritage.org

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

The T flag will be flying from the yard as a warning 
that the tides will be over 11.55m (38ft) and, 
therefore, present a danger of waves coming over 
the seawalls on the south coast.     
THURSDAY TO SUNDAY 17 TO 20 SEPTEMBER
FRIDAY TO MONDAY 16 TO 19 OCTOBER
SUNDAY TO MONDAY 15 TO 16 NOVEMBER

DRESSED OVERALL TO MARK OFFICIAL FLAG 
DAYS

SUNDAY 8 NOVEMBER  
Remembrance Day 

SATURDAY 14 NOVEMBER 
Birthday of the Prince of Wales

FRIDAY 20 NOVEMBER  
Her Majesty’s Wedding Day

2021

SATURDAY 9 JANUARY    
Birthday of the Duchess of Cambridge

WEDNESDAY 20 JANUARY  
Birthday of the Countess of Wessex

OTHER FLAG DAYS
WEDNESDAY 21 OCTOBER  
Trafalgar Day - Union Flag 

WEDNESDAY 11 NOVEMBER 
Armistice Day YZ PEACE

WEDNESDAY 16 DECEMBER, 2020 - WEDNESDAY 
6 JANUARY, 2020 
Christmas Message YZ SEASONS GREETINGS

 FORT REGENT SIGNAL STATION 


